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Urban Agriculture & Food System Education Working Group    September 13, 2016 

 

Meeting Notes 

 Locating a farm in a low food access area does equate real/true access for people in the 

neighborhood or surrounding community 

 501(c) 3 organizations can start to partner farms with the Department of Parks and Recreation 

(DPR) there is pending legislation to allow these farms to sell food from land. 

 Proximity is not the same as access – being close to a source of food does not mean one can 

access it 

 The Department of General Services (DGS) will use a Request for Information (RFI) to learn and 

develop a model for the land-leasing initiative 

 Q: Will the RFI include rooftops and indoor spaces either now or in future rounds? 

 A: This may be a possibility for later this year or further along in the process. Additional funding 

may be needed for rooves to make them structurally stable. 

 Q: Does DGS know all of the properties that are available? 

 A: Mostly, but DCHA has information on some other properties that are transferring hands from 

private to public due to back taxes, etc. 

 Q: How will vacant land be categorized – light exposure, size, etc.? 

 A: DGS is trying to find representative plots, and RFI applicants can go to properties to assess 

them 

 Q: Why are only 3 properties being selected for the RFI? 

 A:Many of the vacant properties are designated for other uses, others are much less than 2500 

square feet 

 Q: How would RFI responses be filtered if lots of people applied? Would preference be given to 

existing farmers? 

 A: Not sure yet, RFI will help set these parameters for the RFP (Request for Proposals) when 

specific properties are actually offered up for lease.  

 Q: What incentive do people have to reply to the RFI? Have these types of RFIs been successful 

in the past? 

 A: Input (1 hour or so to fill out the RFI) lets DGS know that applicants are serious and to helps 

DGS to refine a potential RFP 

 Every week people ask DPR about vacant land they see and it’s almost always DDOT land. It 

might be possible to get a year to year permit. Bringing DDOT into this process might open up 

much more land. 

 DGS and OTR should be held accountable for progress on implementation. Community input on 

projects is essential or agriculture projects could do more harm than good to neighborhoods. 

 How do we communicate and reach people who are not electronically connected or might be 

the social disadvantaged populations that we’re trying to reach through urban agriculture? 
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 If 5-10 years is the plan for development on vacant land, maybe a farmer would take the land 

with that understanding. 

 Outreach must be equitable for the RFI – the original 1987 Act ensured equity. Farmers from 

certain populations may not know how to go about doing a soil sample, it if its cost prohibitive it 

may keep some farmers from participating. 

 UDC Capital Urban Farm turns some people off to urban agriculture. 

 Dominic, Production Manager from THEARC farm, talks about THEARC CSA (CRISP) and 

educational programming for kids and adults 

 Josh Singer from the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) talks about DPR initiatives like 

composting cooperative, community gardens, partner farms, greenhouse cooperatives, tool 

share, and the 1978 Act regulating development speculation. He also offered that the DUG 

Network is a great clearinghouse for those working in urban farming and gardening issues, as 

well as the DC Food Recovery Network for food waste issues.  

 Q: It is possible for this working group to provide input to the city comprehensive plan that 

guides city policy for the next 20 years. 

 Q: Can DGS approach DDOT to find out about available land? 

 A: Yes 

 Changes to the Urban Farming Law Itself 

o More specificity in the Act for types of land – are rooftops usable? 

o DGS properties are the only properties included in the amendment now, this could be 

expanded to include other District owned properties 

o Q: Can the food donation portion of the Act be more specific to donations from 

farmers? 

o A: The DC Council may be willing to make the food donations a separate Act from the 

Urban Farming and Food Security Act 

o Would be good to hear from Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) about how private lands 

could be added to the RFI 

o We want some assurance in the law (even if not 25) that a certain number of properties 

will be provided annually. How can we get that? 

 Q: Can this group focus on procurement? 

 A: There probably is not enough food to provide institutions, but perhaps there can be an urban 

agriculture cooperative that provides food to smaller entities. 

 Q: How does this conversation continue? 

 A: A Google site is set up and meeting participants who signed in can be invited to continue to 

weigh in and  

 Future Meeting Topics: 

o The Urban Farming and Food Security Act is just part of this discussion – many other 

topics can be discussed at these working group meetings. 

o Procurement of sustainable food 

o Redefining food insecurity 

o Infrastructure support and technical support for farmers 
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